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WATCH THAT CORK, CHARLEY! 
THE Sports Scribe, Charles Thomas, fishing the waters Lake 


Johansen. The lake one Carville’s most popular summer time retreats. 
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Home Treatment Patients California 
Strongly Urged Distinguished Dermatologist 


challenging paper full forth- 
right statements and significant statis- 
tics about Hansen’s disease California 
was presented Dr. Paul Fasal the 
California Medical Association their 
meeting San Francisco May 
Fasal, practicing dermatologist 
San Rafael consultant 
disease the California State Health 
Department for northern California. 
University California Medicai School, 
consultant dermatopathology, 
terman Army Hospital, San Francisco 
and consultant dermatology the 
Surgeon General the Army. Dr. Fasal 
well familiar with Hansen’s disease, 
having seen many thousands cases 
many parts the world and during the 
last eight years, has had the 
tunity see about fifty the patients 
who were diagnosed the state Cali- 
fornia, consultation with some his 
colleagues, Letterman Hospital, the 
request the State Health Department, 
and his own practice. 


There were 550 cases Hansen’s dis- 
ease diagnosed California the past 
years this number, only 
6.5 per cent were born Cali- 
fornia and 105 per cent were born 
other states. The others, 445 74.5 
per cent were all born outside the Unit- 
States. Among countries origin, 
Mexico first, and the Philippines and 
China the order named. Dr. Fasal 
called special attention these statis- 
tics because California has erroneously 
been regarded endemic state. 
explained there are definite circum- 
scribed foci infection California 
iike there are areas the endemic states 
Texas, Louisiana and Florida. 


the 550 cases diagnosed 
California since 1920, 310 per cent 
have been admitted the Public Health 
Service Hospital Carville; 115 
per cent were deported their native 
country, mainly Mexico. 
there are about patients from 
fornia Carville where the total pa- 
tient enrollment about 300. Dr. Fasai 
said there are approximately known 
cases California today, either under 
under observation. 

Dr. Fasal deplored 
policy sending patients 3000 
iniles away from their homes Cali- 
fornia for treatment Carville. “In 
singling out this one disease from all 
other communicable diseases,” said, 
“we do, opinion, show fundamen- 
tally the same attitude which prevailed 
the Middle Ages. This creates untold 
hardships, disrupts families, and re- 
sponsible for many tragedies.” 
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Dr. Fasal made clear that his re- 
marks regarding the handling pa- 
tients with were not inter- 
preted criticism any the public 
health authorities involved, Federal, 
State County. His criticism was level- 
himself and his professional col- 
leagues, for years have been too 
uninterested and apathetic suggest 
changes system which has been 
existence for too many years and has 
survived only because nobody has done 
anything about changing it.” 


Fasal recognized the need for the 
Carville hospital care for some pa- 
tients and carry research. visit- 
Carville December 1954, and said 
was much impressed with its physical 
plant and medical recreational 
facilities. was high his praise 
the research work done Carville’s 
biochemist, Sister Hilary Ross, 


Dr. Fasal recommended 
public health program. Through 
the cooperative efforts the Public 
Health Department and the medical pro- 
fession, patients with Hansen’s disease 
should able remain California, 
and whenever possible continue 
gainfully employed. Dr. Fasai not 
favor the creation anything like 
special hospital California for the 
treatment HD. This said “would 
only continue the stigma which has been 
connected with this disease for centuries. 
Short term hospitalization, 
sary, could arranged dermatology 
medical departments.” 


“Is send patients from 
here Carville for treatment lepro- 
sy?” “Is leprosy contagious that those 
institution?” Dr. Fasal posed these ques- 
tions and answered them setting 
requisites for the control this disease. 
stressed. this connection illustrated 
errors the past case histories and 
pictures. Many cases were treated under 
incorrect diagnosis, often over con- 
siderable period time and valuable 
time was lost before specific therapy 
could instituted. Looking through 
such case histories, Dr. Fasal declared, 
“One struck the low index 
suspicion the average physician 
hand, Dr. Fasal pointed out 
another group patients suspected 
having even diagnosed such 
who did not have the disease. 


treatment, making use 
medical supervision the second re- 
quisite,” credited the sulfones 


the treatment choice HD. 


asserted patients could treated 
physicians’ offices and clinics. “There 
are enough dermatologists available 
who are familiar with the 
disease and enough consultants the 
various connected fields, like ophthal- 
mology, orthopedic and reconstructive 
surgery enable care for our 
patients here.” 


However, the treatment 
patients Califonia, Dr. Fasal emphas- 
ized the importance certain public 
health measures, underlining particu- 
lar that contact between parent with 
the open skin type the disease and 
his children must eliminated. “Either 
the children have the 
patient, depending the individual 
circumstances; but either case there 
should remain the possibility visits 
between them.” 


CALIFORNIA REVISES 
PROGRAM 


Dr. Fasal’s paper was well received, 
and the first discussant was Dr. Rose 
mary Brunetti from the California State 
Department Public Health. Dr. Bru- 
netti stated that independently from Dr. 
April 27, revised program for Cali- 
fornia had been approved the State 
Health Department, incorporating 
many the features suggested the 
paper under discussion. (THE STAR 
will publish the newly revised program 
purpose. should noted that this 
the second time recent years that 
California has liberalized its reg- 
ulations. And what difference what 
wonderful progress! Prior the 
patient was often whisked off 
the top floor the County Hospital 
imprisoned for many 
months, even without therapy, until the 
so-called train” left California 
for Carville) 


Dr. Fasal’s paper was also discussed 
Dr. Robert Cochrane, eminent Bri- 
tish authority and Dr. Harry 
Arnold the Straub Clinic, Honolulu, 
Associate Editor the International 
Journal Leprosy. Dr. Cochrane com- 
pared the situation California with 
the one England where there cer- 
tain number patients with HD, prac- 
tically all them imported and where 
there are fresh cases which originate 
there. mentioned that patients there 
are treated very similar the sugges- 
tions made Dr. Fasal, although they 
are not enforced statute. 


Dr. Arnold warmly endorsed Dr. 


plea for home care 
tients California. 


} 
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Assignment Culion 


The dot the map which Fr. Rice 
pointing marks the island Palawan the 
Philippines, site Culion. Standing 
Joey Guerrero. 


When Fr. Robert Rice, 32, young 
Jesuit priest from Brooklyn, sails for 
the Philippines this July serve the 
patients the Culion Sanatorium 
assistant chaplain, will exem- 
plify the spirit the founder his or- 
der, St. Ignatius Loyola who had 
profound compassion for the sick. The 
Jesuits are best known for their work 
teachers but they have also done out- 
standing work the missions field. 
one contemporary Jesuit scholar put it, 
“One feature the Jesuit apostolate, 
especially the missions, has always 
been particular affection for those af- 
flicted with Hansen’s disease, the un- 
deserving victims ignorance, almost 
more than illness.” From its incep- 
tion, the Jesuits have served Culion 
the island Palawan, one the world’s 
largest institutions. Culion, 
Rice will part team Jesuits 
four priests and one brother serv- 
ing the 3,000 patients. 

preparation for his assignment, Fr, 
Rice spent ten days Carville March. 
made his business study the 
operations practically every depart- 
ment this hospital and was keen 
observer. After his sojourn here, Fr. 
Rice said that had much clearer 
idea the social and physical problems 
which confront the patient, but 
most all their spiritual problems. 
have much firmer grasp things 
general way,” declared. “From the 
angle the disease, course, have 
fear, although realize there the fact 
that the disease has brought 
ular cross and problem the patient 
simply because its social aspects.” 

Fr. Rice was ordained Woodstock 
College, Maryland, June 1953, and 
the story ‘of how became interested 
Hansen’s disease replete with hu- 

When Fr. Rice was the Jesuit No- 
vitiate St. Andrew’s, Poughkeepsie, 
New York, one his classmates gave 


talk abont the need patients 
Culion for white shirts. This talk made 
deep impression the mind, 
and though was given some fifteen 
years ago, says, “it must have remain- 
though did not think service 
Culion explicitly.” The avenue 
thought which Fr, Rice had left open 
through the years flowered the eve- 
ning the day said his first Mass. 
Following the Jesuit custom, was 
admitted that evening for the lirst time 
the faculty’s recreation hall. There 
met Fr. Vincent Kennally, Vice-Pro- 
vincial for the Jesuits the Philip- 
pines, who told the group that was 
looking for another assistant chaplain 
for Culion. here am, Father,” 
Fr. Rice spoke half jest, half ear- 
nest. For the next six months, Fr. Ken- 
nally and Fr. Rice exchanged letters. 
The upshot was “assignment Culion.” 
Fr. Rice mentioned his plans his 
classmate and close friend, Fr.Casey. 
that case,” said Fr. Casey, have 
something show you.” Casey went 
his room and brought back copy 
THE STAR, Fr. Rice 
about THE STAR from the pages 
Carville, book was read 
Fr. Rice has recently written from 
New York City Hospital Welfare 
Island where working chaplain. 
spend some time the Jesuit 
Tertianship, Auriesville, New York, be- 
fore leaving for the Philippines. 
STAR’S ARTICLES FOREIGN 
MAGAZINES 


The forthcoming issue 
India” will reprint Led the 
Founding John Kendall 
which appeared THE STAR (Nov- 
Dec. This Journal issued quarter- 
the Hind Kusht Nivaran Sangh 
(Indian Leprosy Association) edited 
Dr. Dharmendra the Calcutta 
School Tropical Medicine. Dr. Dhar- 
mendra has been friend and reader 
THE STAR for many years. re- 
cently wrote, look through your is- 
sues with interest and then pass them 
Gobra Hospital here for the use 
the patients.” 

Another friend and reader THE 
STAR, H.S.M. Hoare, General Secre- 
tary the British Empire Relief As- 
sociation, London, has expressed his ap- 
preciation for permission reprint 
again the article about Johnny Harmon, 
ex-Carville patient and STAR photog- 
rapher. This article William Mad- 
den first published the New Orleans 
States and reprinted THE STAR 
featured the BELRA quarterly 
(April 1955). 


Mo. Legionnaries 
Support Joey’s 
Bill 


The American Legion, Department 
Missouri, has extended helping 
hand Josefina Guerrero, 
unanimously adopting resolution en- 
dorsing 1278 and recommending its 
passage. 1278 bill give Joey 
U.S. citizenship. Legionnaries from the 
Me” State adopted this resolu- 
tion their Spring Conference held 
City March, after John 
Newberry, past national head the 
Forty and Eight, presented the matter 
the conference. The resolution called 
the Judiciary Committee the 84th 
Congress and all senators and represen- 
tatives from Department Ad- 
jutant James Whitfield followed thru 
magnificently with extremely fine cover 
letters, and after reviewing the file 
replies, would say Missouri’s action 
has brought most favorable results. 
copy the resolution also went the 
Legion’s National Americanism Com- 
mission. 


Mr. Addington Wagner, promi- 
nent attorney Battle Creek, Michigan, 
who may the next National Com- 
mander the American Legion, was 
guest the Missouri Conference. Mr. 
Wagner was impresssed the worthi- 
ness Joey’s case, and even though 
very busy man has given 
considerable time promoting passage 
1278. 


The Newberrys, John and Margaret, 
sparked the Missouri resolution 
Joey’s behalf. Ever since their visit 
Carville 1953, they have manifest 
special interest patients this hos- 
pital. They are valued and understand- 
ing friends. 

Regular readers THE STAR are 
familiar with Joey’s story. But for those 
who are not, Joey Guerrero gained in- 
ternational recognition for her acts 
heroism underground agent 
the Japanese-held Philippines, her na- 
tive country. For her work, Congress 
conferred her the Medal Freedom 
with Silver Palm, highest civilian dec- 
oration. Now, she asking that same 
Congress for permission remain 
this country permanently. Joey came 
the U.S. 1948 under special rul- 
ing the Attorney General’s office 
and was admitted Carville for treat- 
ment Hansen‘s disease, She hard 
working member THE STAR staff 
and secretary the Patients Federation. 
citizenship bill has been intro- 
duced and reintroduced into the Con- 
gress several times 
James Morrison (D., La.). 
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Dr. 


Here Dr. Imboden the steps 
the Infirmary Building, was just 
going duty THE photog- 
clicked his camera. 


While “the new this hos- 
pital busy carefully observing the 
patients, the patients are just care- 
fully observing the doctor, though 
the time probably does not know 
realize it. just old Carville 
custom, sort quid pro quo. Maybe 
the doctor having little trouble 
giving the shots (daily intravenous in- 
jections promin) but the patients 
will patient about that. will soon 
learn where find Mary’s one and only 
good vein, and where not stick Bill 
will bleed all over the place. What 
really concerns the patients the new 
doctor’s personality and attitudes. 
old sour puss pleasant? cold- 
readily attentive and responsive giving 
one that feeling “take all the time 
you need, here serve you,” 
only politely interested, perhaps 
bit detached and “let’s get with 
this, other patients are waiting.” 
short, does have the human touch? 
that all-important touch, which 
inspires the patients have confidence 
and trust him without which the 
physician cannot his job properly, 
here anywhere else, but 
here. 


The latest addition Carville’s re- 
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sident medical staff, Dr. Clarence 
Imboden, who arrived April, has the 
human touch, definitely so, and has 
passed the “observation test” with flying 
colors. From all sides one hears only 
good things said about our new Chief 
Medical Services, who combines 
quiet dignity and friendly manner with 
kindness and solicitude. strikes 
the kind doctor who can stand the 
emotional impact constant exposure 
other people’s medical and personal 
troubles without blowing his top. 


Dr. Imboden requested his Carville 
assignment and says, very 
happy here and look forward 
long tour duty.” Dr. Imboden 
came Carville from the National 
(the U.S. Public Health 
search arm), where was charge 
clinical parasitology, concerned with 
tiopical medicine. was NIH for 
two years (1953-55). 

native Arkansas and graduate 
Tulane University Medical School, 
New Orleans, class ‘45, Dr. Imboden 
took his pre-med work Notre Dame, 
receiving A.B. Uncle Sam signed 
him for two-year hitch 
Medical Reserve Corps (1946- 
48), after which joined the PHS. 

Dr. Imboden’s first tour duty with 
the Public Health Service was the 
Federal Correctional Institution, Sea- 
goville, Texas, where for two years 
did clinical research the testing 
new agents for the treatment malaria. 
From the malaria project, went 
the PHS Hospital San Francisco for 
two-year residency internal med- 
icine. During his assignment NIH, 
work, visiting many countries including 
Puerto Rico, Guatemala, Liberia, Bel- 
gian Congo, West Africa and Egypt. 
all these countries, Dr. Imboden 
worked hospitals, studied and got 
first hand knowledge diseases. 

Dr. and Mrs. Imboden and their 
year old son are occupying quarters 
“the station.” 

Dr. Imboden replaces Dr. John 
Shuttleworth who served the Car- 
ville staff for year and nine months. 
Shuttleworth has been transferred 
the PHS Hospital, Baltimore, Md. 


BBC MAC 
The British Broadcasting Company 
has scheduled radio production 
Miracle Carville Betty Martin 
May 31, according the London office 
A.D. Peters. The broadcast being 
publicized the Radio Times, London, 

featuring pictures Carville. 
very helpful our work receive 


renewals prior expiration. Your expira- 
tion date beside your name each issue. 


Carville Bill 


Congressman Emanuel Celler 


Veteran Congressman from New York, 
Emanuel Celler, above, has served with 
distinction the House Representa- 
tives since his first election that body 
known for his special interest 
rights and his liberal attitude admit- 
ting more DPs this country. This 
Committee the one now considering 
Joey Guerrero’s Bill 1278 (see 
page 2). Now, his introduction 
5787 doubles Carville’s interest the 
Congressman, who has written book 
about his famed home town, “You 
Never Leave Brooklyn” published 
John Company. 


Bill 5787 providing for ap- 
propriation not exceed $25,000, 
settle compromise claims pertaining 
private cottages erected the expense 
patients the grounds this hos- 
pital, was introduced into Congress 
April Representative Emanuel 
Celler New York. 

There are eighteen such cottages here, 
all erected patients their own ex- 
pense, with permission 
representing the Pub- 
lic Health Service. Through the years 
patients have built remodeled these 
cottages and when they left Carville 
discharge otherwise, these cottages 
were sold rented other patients. 
Such transactions were between patients 
themselves, with certain formalities, the 
transaction usually being recorded 
the administrative office. 
tient put it, “I’ve got papers prove 
own this house.” 

Now, the subject 

—(continued page 10) 


Doctor Has The N.Y 
New Doctor Has Human Touc 
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Carville Gallers 


Nurse Unv 


Patients hospital for the 
ill Hopkinsville, Kentucky, with 
coins “Pete the bank con- 
tributing the world wide work 
the American Leprosy 
New York, Mrs. Howard Robertson, 
volunteer social worker the Hopkins- 
ville institution, brought generously 
personally presented the gift Chaplain 
Carl Elder, representative 
here. (see cut) 

This was Mrs. Robertson’s second 
trip Carville. Her first call was some 
years ago and she declared, “The 
changes are almost unbelievable.” Mrs. 
Robertson was accompanied Carville 
her husband. with wholesale 
drug firm. 

Many doctors visiting this hospital 
are usually home furlough from 
foreign mission post, they are 
their way out one. Dr. David 
Seymour Binghamton, New York, 
here for week April get first 
hand information about Hansen’s dis- 
ease, will soon leave for French Equa- 
torial Africa where will work under 
the Baptist Medical Missions Board. 
Although this Dr. Seymour’s first 
such assignment, was born French 
Equatorial Africa, the son missionary 
parents. also ordained minister. 
Dr. Seymour motored down Carville 
with Dr, R.S. Hust New 
York. The two were classmates the 
University Medicai 
School. Dr. Hust said, vaca- 
tion just came along for the ride.” 

Dr. Frank Keller Mobile, Alabama, 
was here for weekend April. Dr. 
Keller also preparing for his first 
mission assignment. will work 
hospital Soochu, Korea, under the 
World Missions the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church. 

large group students the 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Sem- 
inary toured this hospital April 
their guide, Chaplain Carl Elder. 
The group included young people, men 
and women, mostly from the southern 
states. They were keenly interested 
the entire local setup and the in- 
formational program THE STAR. 


Portrait Garville’s First Chief 


Among those attending the unveiling 
portrait the late Sister Martha 
Lawler Charity Hospital, New Or- 
leans, were Sister Catherine Sullivan, 
Normandy, Missouri, her co-worker 
Carville, and Miss Ruth Agnes Babin 
Shreveport, Sister Martha’s former 
student the Charity School 
Nursing, 

former Carville colleague and 
former student nursing the late 
Sister Martha Lawler paid tribute 
her unveiling her portrait 
the New Orleans Charity 
student nurses’ residence May 

Sister Catherine Sullivan, Visitatrix, 
Sisters Charity St. Vincent Paul, 
described the personal attributes and re- 
viewed the professional career Sister 
Martha. Sister Catherine said that Sister 
Martha demonstrated compassion 
well scientific skill the perform- 
ance her duties. 

Sister Martha, who died 
1935, was superintendent nurses 
Charity Hospital’s School Nursing 
from 1914 1921. From 1921 until 
her death she was chief nurse the 
U.S. Public Health Service Hospital 
Carville, the first hold this position 
atter the Federal Government bought 
the institution from the State La. 

Sister Catherine, who was duty 
Carville for years and who worked 
with Sister Martha day day, cited 
the fact that patients always were in- 
Sister Martha’s confidence 
sympathetic understanding. 

Miss Ruth Agnes Babin the con- 


eiled Hospital, 
New Orleans 


federate Memorial Medical Center, 
Shreveport, student Sister Martha’s 
the Charity Hospital’s graduating 
class 1916, eulogized Sister Marha 
and told the influence she had 
her students. 

The portrait was painted Charles 
Reinike, well known New Orleans 
painter and water colorist. 

The ceremonies presided over Miss 
Babin also included invocation Fr. 
Joseph Gregor, M., chaplain, Charity 
Hospital and songs the School 
Nursing Glee Club. 

Attending the ceremonies from Car- 
ville were Sister Teresa Kelly, chief 
nurse, Sister Hilary Ross Sister 
Francis. Sister Teresa and Sister Hilary 
were also co-workers Sister Martha 
Carville. Dr. F.A. Johansen, Carville’s 
former MOC and Mrs. Johansen motor- 
New Orleans from their home 
long Beach, Miss., especially for the 
occasion. Dr. Jo, too, worked here for 
many years with Sister Martha. 


ATTENTION VOYAGEURS AND AUx- 
ILIARY MEMBERS 


While this may seem premature, will 
time for annual reports subscriptions 
received from Voitures and Units almost 
before realize it. These reports are car- 
ried our combined July-August issue, 
the data must compiled June 30. 
Please SURE give complete and cor- 
rect mailing addresses, because the post- 
office does not forward THE STAR 
new address you have moved. Also in- 
clude Voiture Unit number you 
wish the subscription credited proper- 
the reports. 

Make checks and money orders payable 
THE STAR and mail Point Clair 
Branch Postoffice, Carville, La. 


May 
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Dr. Fred Kluth 


The Southwestern Area office the 
American Leprosy Missions, Inc., locat- 
Dallas, Texas, covers the states 
Arkansas, New Mexico, Louisi- 
ana and Oklahoma with Miss Helen 
Cunliffe serving secretary for the vast 
area. 


effort reach more people, 
Miss Cunliffe has organized laymen’s 
committee seeking improve the pub- 


lic’s understanding Hansen’s disease 


Frank Everts, Dallas, Texas, Jeweler, 


Exhibit Attracts Attention 


Bryan Miller 


has accepted the chairmanship this 
important committee. Mr. Everts the 
third generation his family give 
generously time, finances, and effort 


.to missionary causes. informal 
arranged Mr. Everts, held 


the Adolphus Hotel, April 27, some 
100 guests heard Dr. Emory Ross, New 


runer, left, and Pat Bradenberg Lakeview High School, Decatur, 
with display that won first place award division and second place award 
the state meeting the Illinois Junior Academy Science. 


For the past five years, Mrs. Mary 
Creager, instructor biology the 
Lakeview High School, Decatur, 
has worked with students 
ing science exhibit Hansen’s dis- 
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meet the Illinois Junior Academy 
Science, and invariably the exhibit has 
place the state meet. 

The exhibit for the 1954 meeting, pic- 
tured above, was unique and created 
widespread attention. The graph shows 


Frank Everts 


York, president ALM state thac 
though leprosy “the oldest recorded 
disease the world, has been the 
last have something done for 
said, however, that this disease has de- 
veloped type cooperation among 
churches and Christian organizations. 
page 


the results survey made within the 


student body regard knowledge 
Hansen’s disease. small globe show- 
the world distribution HD, 
Bible was used show references 
leprosy and point the difference 
between that and disease. 
There was scrapbook the Rex Mor- 
M.D. series disease 
and the issue THE STAR with Dr. 
Dallis’s picture the 
(Rex’s creator). Still another 
scrapbook consisted correspondence 
with patients and ex-patients, 

Mrs. Creager wrote, “At the state 
meeting Monmoth, students and 
visitors crowed around the exhibit and 
seemed very interested. The girls were 
disappointed when they received 
second place award for they expected 
place first. have two ‘A’ students 
now working the 1955 exhibit.” 
TEXAS 40/8ers ASSIST 

WITH TERM PAPERS 


Claud McDaniel, Amarillo, Texas, 
toured Carville recently. Upon his 
turn his home interested Voy 
ageurs his district entering sub- 
scriptions THE STAR 
school libraries. the suggestion 
Miss Joyce Johnson, librarian the 
Amarillo Senior High School, the Forty 
and Eight requested material from 
STAR prepare packets data 
term papers the subject. 


Actively Engage Work ALM 
: 
po 


With the possible exception Loui- 
viana, there have been more patients 
mitted the Public Health Service 
Hospital here Carville from Texas 
than from any other state. Texas brags 
but not about this, probably writing 
off under the department 
distinctions,” Even so, the number 
known cases Hansen’s disease 
Texas relatively small compared 
other areas the world where the dis- 
ease exists. understand official fig- 
ures, bringing the information right 
date, are the process tabulation. 

One figure gives the number ad- 
missions from Texas from 1921 (the 
year the Federal Government took over 
the hospital) through 1954 356. How- 
ever,this figure may include some re- 
admissions. (In some cases the same pa- 
tient has left the hospital several times 
without permission and 


the 343 patients enrolled the 
Public Health Service Hospital Car- 
ville May 1954, were admitted 
from Texas, more than from any other 
State. However, all these were not 
born Texas, patients Carville 
are natives Texas, but all were not 
from that state. Most the 
others are natives Mexico. Only 
one patient been admitted from 
far this year, bringing the 
total number admissions from Texas 
357 May 1955. But, before 
stated, this figure may vary somewhat 
after the records have been carefully 
reviewed. Determination statistics 
this kind not simple may 
factors. 

Dr. Fred Kluth, research epidem- 
iologist from the Leonard Wood Me- 
morial working with the Texas State 
Department Health duty with the 
Corpus Christi Nueces County Health 
Unit, has had more field experience 
Texas with Hansen’s disease than any- 
one else recent years. address 
Dallas, April 27, 1955, Dr. Kluth said. 
“In Texas (Hansen’s disease) has been 
small but persistent problem, showing 
signs either increasing decreas- 
ing. About the more serious type 
cases have been reported each year since 
1930.” 


likely that Hansen’s disease was 
introduced into Texas the early 
Spanish settlers, the disease happened 
their explorations the New World. 
The disease still problem many 
the areas the New World settled 
the Spanish. The disease most prev- 
alent the Spanish settlements Tex- 
as. Localizing Hansen’s disease Tex- 
as, Dr. Kluth pointed out, “In Texas, 
disease sub-tropical climate, and 
part, the low seacoast. The south- 


Distribution Hansen’s 
Counties the Public Health 
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Service Hospital, Carville, La. 
Total 324 


ernmost county Cameron (Browns- 
ville) has the highest incidence (range 
occurrence); the seacoast counties 
Nueces (Corpus Christi) and Galves- 
ton also have high incidence.” Further, 
added, low sub-tropical areas away 
from the coast, but with relatively high 
rates are Starr (Rio Grande City), 
Hidalgo (McAllen) and Webb Coun- 
ties. Bexar County (San Antonio) has 
relatively high incidence and neither 
low, nor the coast. 

Most the patients these areas are 
Spanish descent, more recently 
Mexican descent. Most were born 
the portion born Mexico 
usually have lived Texas long time 
helore the onset the disease. There 
patients descended from other European 
stocks, particularly those German de- 
cent, and some patients are Negroes, 
both these groups usually have lived 
long periods South Texas, indicating 
that the disease endemic there. 

has been pointed out that more 
the patients from Texas are foreign 
birth than are the patients from Loui- 
and Florida, the two other endem- 
states. For instance, per cent the 
patients admitted Carville from Tex- 
during the 30-year period from 1921- 
were foreign birth compared 
Louisiana where only per cent were 
foreign birth, and Florida, per 
cent the same period. 

one report, Dr. Kluth states thai 
the period from 1945 1952, 143 
cases were diagnosed Texas, 
which number 103 were admitted 
and not admitted. One as- 
sumes the patients were given home 
Only few years ago, Dr. Kluth 
told the press that patients were then 
safely taking treatment for Hansen’s 
disease Nueces County. 
stand patients with Hansen’s disease are 
also under home treatment San An- 
tonio, Houston, Galveston, 
bly other cities and towns. 

According the records, 
case Hansen’s disease Texas was 
report from that city 1889 indicates 
that the disease had existed there for 
long time and that also existed 
some other parts the state. 

The test experience with 
‘Texas again demonstrates that with the 
exception small children subjected 
household contact. with 
parent, Hansen’s disease the medical 
experts state, disease low infectiv- 
ity, “the least communicable 
all communicable diseases.” 


Note: The statistical map reproduced 
was issued the Communicable 
Diseases Center the U.S. Public 
Health Service, Atlanta, Georgia. 


Employees Honored for Long Service 


=> 
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for years service are, first row, (left right) Jerome Babin, general 


mechanic; Sister Hilary Ross, biochemist; 


automotive mechanic. Second row, 


Joseph Martinez, meat cutter; Horace 


electrician. 


brief but impressive ceremony 
the personnel auditorium, Thurs- 
day, April 28, Dr. Gordon, medical 
oflicer charge, this hospital pre- 
sented honor awards twenty-six em- 
ployees whose combined services total- 
430 years. 

These awards are given annually 
those employees the Public Health 
Service who have achieved either 10, 
minature shield and certificate 
sued the Department Health, Ed- 
ucation and Welfare, signed 
secretary Mrs. Oveta Culp Hobby. 


The seven employees who had year 
service records are pictured above, Bud 
Jones, truck driver; Sister Teresa Kelly, 
chief nurse, and Charlie Smith, 
received year honors. There were 
employees honored for year service 
records. All these employees received 
special commendation and expressions 
appreciation from the medical of- 
ficer charge and personnel officer 
for devoting themselves the creating 
environment that has contributed 
much the comfort the patients 
this hospital. 

Long periods employment here are 
the rule and not the exception. There 
are members the still work- 
ing here who have served well past the 
year period. Others who have retired 
and left the hospital grounds recent 
years, and have not been mentioned 
the pages THE STAR include: Rus- 
Tice, assistant supply officer, 
vears; Mrs. head 


and Wilson Benoit, supervis- 


Sharp, supervising operating engineer; 
Smith, laborer, and Michael Nicolosi, 


years; Adam Gregoire, carpenter, 
years; Victor Lorraine, truck driver, 
years; Noah Berthelot, plumber, 
years; Julius Gautreau, chauffeur, 
vears; Jim Bourque, watchman, years; 
Robert Hernandez, dairy, years; 
Thomas Calvin, housemaster, 
Sister Lucille Lassus, medical records, 
years; Albert Brackin, kitchen 
helper, years. 

Some these people have lived 
quarters the station and reared their 
children there. They must just names 
our readers but those who 
know them individuals each name 
brings some memory this event, 
that change, funny story, tragic hap- 
pening, the popularity unpopular- 
ity the person. Yes, these are changing 
times and not only the patient body 
changing, but the hospital personnel 
included the changes well. 

TEXANS ACTIVELY ENGAGE 
continued from page 
Dr. Harold Henderson, New York, gen- 
eral secretary ALM, was also the 
luncheon and brought message the 
gathering. 

Dr. Fred Kluth, Leonard Wood Me- 
research epidemiologist the 
State Health Department, Corpus 
Christi, gave the medical background 
the disease. 


Bryan Miller, vice-chairman the 
Texas Textile Mills, urged greater 
effort the part laymen assist 
the program the Missions. Mr. Mil- 
ler who chairman ALM’s “Special 


Gifts” committee said, year the 
ALM had less that $470,000 divide 
among all its 160 hospitals- -less 
than $3,000 average for each. 
must moved action.” The Mis- 
sions’ hospitals are foreign 
tries where the incidence high and 
the need help great. 

Since the successful luncheon, Miss 
Cunliffe has announced that T.W. 
White, Superintendent the Dallas 
School System, has agreed 
serve chairman the 
committee; Dr. W.A, Welsh, pastor 
the East Dallas Christian Church and 
President the Greater Dallas Council 
adviser the educational committee. 
Edward Mohns, associate pastor 
the Highland Park 
Church will serve clerical adviser 
Mr. Miller’s “Special committee. 
Dr. Alsie Carleton, pastor the 
versity Park Methodist Church, and 
president the Dallas Ministerial As- 
sociation will clerical adviser the 
church finance committee. Miss Cunliffe 
commented, “These ministers 
men have exactly the qualities needed 
for the special committees which 
they will serve.” 

PHYSICAL THERAPIST JOINS 

STAFF 

Mr. Lennes Talbot, Jr., Baton 
Rouge, reported for duty this hospi- 
tal March physical therapist. 
Mr. Talbot, native Louisiana, re- 
ceived his education Louisiana State 
University, Baton Rouge, and the 
Charity Hospital School 
Therapy New Orleans, Having served 
part his internship Physical Thera- 
this hospital, Mr. Talbot was in- 
terested securing the position opened 
when Miss Kathryn Lewis 
ferred the Public Health Service Out- 
Patient Clinic New York City. 

Mr. Talbot resides Baton Rouge 
with his wife and small daughier and 
drives back and forth daily, some 
the other hospital employees. 

this year, Miss Tan- 
aka, who had done such fine work 
the Physical Therapy 


and accepted position the 


West Coast. Mr. John DeSinuo 
charge Carville’s Physical 
Department. 

Patients Take Citizenship Test 

During May, six more patients this 
hospital went the Office Immi- 
gration and Naturalization Baton 
Rouge take their tests for citizenship. 
the class were several patients handi- 
capped blindness who had worked 
extra hard preparation for the test. 
All six patients passed and are anxious- 
waiting for the court 
take their oath allegiance. The 
examining officer was Mr. George 
New Orleans. 


May 
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LIONS SPONSOR BENEFIT FAIR 


Point Clair Lions Club President 


(above-left), presents 
Buddy Iglesias, President the Jolly 
Social Club for blind and handicapped 
patients, with check for $925.83 rep- 
resenting the profits the fair staged 
April 24. Lion Joe Santos, (right) 
chairman the fair, did outstand- 
ing job management. There were rai- 
fles articles contributed, local 
shops and organizations, well 


merchandise sent from other 


nities. Cash contributions amounted 
the total. The B.L. Spann Unit 
188, American Legion Auxiliary con- 
tributed suitcase and sold all the 
fle chances it; THE STAR donated 
steam iron that operates our 
direct current; the women the 
tal personnel donated cakes, cookies 
and candy; electric razor was given 
friend, and Esnard’s Jewelers 
Baton Rouge sent wrist watch 
raffled. The local Lions were assisted 
other patients operating the con- 
cessions, raffles and games chance, 
AUXILIARY HANDLES RED CROSS 
AND CANCER DRIVES 


The women the American Legion 
Auxiliary this community, headed 


raised $52 March for the American 


Red Cross. Early May, these women 
requested contributions for the Cancer 
drive and received $67 from patients. 
SOCIAL SECURITY FOR PATIENT 
EMPLOYEES 


_As the first this year 1955, the 
patients employed this hospital 
the Public Health Service became 
eligible for social security coverage 
their jobs. The patients are not civil 
service employees, but work 
time basis, from 814 hours per 
week. The patients were polled deter- 
mine social security were desired. 
overwhelming vote for this protec- 
tion was the result and now, for the 
first time the history this hospital, 
the patient employees are working with 
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Sports 


golf team consisting seven play- 
ers from City Park Baton Rouge, led 
city champ, Ernie Landry, and B.R.’s 
Mayor Jessie Webb, Jr., defeated the 
Point Clair, all patient, team 
inter-city match held the local course, 
Avril 17. This marked another first for 
Carville, being the first inter-city match 
ever played here. The best 18-hole score 
was turned Landry with two 
over par 70. Fernest Dennison the 
team had the best 9-hole score 
with 33. 

The Sixth Annual Spring Point Clair 
Invitational Golf Tournament sponsor- 
the Patients’ Federation and the 
local Golf Club will take place here 
May 15. Many golfers from New Or- 
leans, Baton Rouge and other cities are 
expected enter the tournament. 

The Point Clair Indians, all patients’ 
softball team, two-time champs the 
River League, will not represented 
the league again this season. Just 
about all the former Indians have 
been discharged and there isn’t 
cient playing material make 
team. However, local softball fans are 
seeing the River League action with 
St. Gabriel’s American Legion team act- 
ing the home club. The league got 
under way April 29, and the Legion 
boys are top with two victories and 
defeats. 

This writers column sports the 
February issue THE STAR carried 
account the visit here major 
league ball players. The fellows came 
calling February 5th. Each man 
mentioned the article was sent copy 
very warm letter from Doc Wendler, 
Dodger trainer, and sure 
Doc mind excerpting some 
it, 

Thank you for sending the 
February issue THE STAR. not 
only read the ‘Big Leaguers Come Cai- 
ling’ article but the entire publication 
all proved very interesting. also 
showed THE STAR some our 
newspaper writers, and many them 
gave plug their next day’s stories. 

can assure you, and the patients 
Carville that these big leaguers al- 
ways enjoy their visit the hospital. 
Once they appear, they always want 
past year, and sure yours too, was 
Dizzy Dean’s failure come. However, 
ture date.” 

deeply appreciative Doc for 
taking time out, what sure 
very busy schedule, personally drop 


that later years they will benefit from 
this coverage. 


CITIZENSHIP FOR CHRIS 


The most important piece mail 
that Cresente (Chris) Carlos Addison 
ever expects receive what was 
reading with such obvious pleasure 
when the photographer snapped his pic- 
ture. This all important document 
Certificate Citizenship, the 
phase realizing dream that almost 
became nightmare before having such 
happy ending. 

the October 1954 issue THE 
STAR, gave the story Chris’s im- 
migration difficulties and how Forty 
and Grande Chef Gare 
Lloyd Adams, and Grand Correspon- 
dant Thomas Barr both New 
Orleans, fought deportation 
ings against Chris and won him 
the right apply for his United States 
citizenship. Chris was born the Phil- 
ippines, but entered the United States 
“for permanent residence” 
visions Public Law No. 271, 79th Con- 
gress 1948. With Chris the time 
entry was his mother, his brothers 
and sisters and his stepfather who had 
legally adopted all the children. 
M/Sgt. Addison still member 
our Armed Forces, 

When Chris reached his twenty-first 
birthday last December, filed 
plication for citizenship. February 
28, Chris was called Baton Rouge 
take the all important test 
country’s history and form 
ment. When was told that had 
passed his test, was also informed 
that would called Baton Rouge 
April take his oath allegiance. 

the all important day, April 12, 
another resident our community, 
Gave Barcarse, also from 
pines, received his citizenship. The two 
Carville patients were class 
people who took their oath 
giance together. The two boys com- 
citizens such wonderful country 
the United States.” Their many friends 
agree that they are fortunate, and 
believe they will good citizens 
wherever they live for they are good 
citizens this community begin with. 
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AMA Devotes Column 
Discussion 


with permission Dr. Bauer 

ideas die hard and nothing hard- 
than the deeply ingrained fear 
leprosy. 

This goes back, perhaps, the earli- 
est time when all unpleasant skin dis- 
eases were lumped together under the 
general name leprosy. Some these 
undoubtedly were true leprosy but 
many, perhaps most, were not. 
time when there was little true knowl- 
edge disease, and superstition and 
misinformation governed, was not 
surprising that there should un- 
reasoning panic about leprosy. 

the Orient and throughout Europe, 
the leper was not permitted associ- 
ate with other human beings. was 
called unclean. was 
ring bell and cry out the fact that 
was leper. Churches the Middle 
Ages may still seen with portholes 
where the lepers could peek reli- 
gious services without contaminating 
the congregation. 

Even into modern times, leprosaria 
were places where people truly went 
never seen again. They may not 
actually have shown over their gates 
the inscription, “All hope abandon 
who enter here,” but they might well. 

There are stories told heroic doc- 
tors, ministers, priests, nuns and nurses 
who dedicated their lives the service 
the lepers, braving the fear conta- 
gion. Usually they lived long, remain- 
ing free infection; dying other 
causes, but banned for life. 

This not the worst. Eugene Kel- 
iersberger, M.D., the American Lep- 
rosy Missions, Inc., New York, reports 
the case Mary Reed, missionary 
who contracted leprosy India 1890. 
The stigma rested not only upon her, 
but affected her whole family. Sisters 
living California who had not seen 
her for years were refused admission 
church because their sister was leper 
far away India. 

Doctor Kellersberger further reports 
that late 1937 China, fifty-nine 
people with leprosy were lured East- 
morning the edge the village, 
having been given the idea that they 
were going receive special Easter 
breakfast. Instead, they were shot and 
their homes were burned, 

This not unsupported rumor. 
was verified the North China 
and noted resolution the 
Chinese Association. Among 
other treatments leprosy, less than 
twenty years ago the Orient, was 
the unfortunate victims drunk 
them cattle skins and throw 
them into the river drown. 


Against these almost incredible cruel- 
the kind fear leprosy which 
might found the United States 
seems mild indeed. Yet, stems from 
the same source—fear based 
The fact that the elaborate 
and rigid qarantines against lepers were 
never necessary. 

The leprosy organism has very low 
infecting power and excepting 
stances extremely close contact over 
long periods time, accompanied 
great carelessness sanitation and 
perconal cleanliness, the possibility 
contagion very small. 

This accounts for the previously mys- 
longevity missionaries and 
other workers leprosy colonies. Now, 
leprosaria various parts the 
world, and particularly the Pub- 
lic Health Service Hospital Carville, 
La., hundreds patients have been re- 
leased and many more are the way 
release. The medical menace lep- 
1osy has been greatly reduced, 


How long before the social stigma 
will die out? The history similar 
ward them not encouraging. The re- 
leased patient faces the hardest problem, 
get job, regain place society 
accepted his fellow men, 

Here real challenge for enlight- 
ened people--to help stamp out the 
stigma leprosy. 


Editor’s note: Dr. W.W. Bauer’s daily 
syndicated newspaper. 
“Health For reaches millions 
throughout the U.S. his 
Director Health and Ed- 
ucation for the American Medical Asso- 
ciation, Dr. Bauer’s word carries great 
weight. writing Dr. Bauer thank 
him for his genuine contribution 
public enlightenment this problem 
called attention his use the 
traditional terminology. his reply Dr. 
Bauer wrote. 


for use the word leprosy 
than Hansen’s disease, this was 
concession the fact that most read. 
ers would have attention attract- 
the word ieprosy which would 
not the case relation Hansen’s 
disease. 

know your problem and know that 
undesirable word can harm. 
the same time, when one writes for the 
public, one must write manner 
which will command atiention and will 
intelligible the readers.” 
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N.Y. CONGRESSMAN page 


ownership private cottages seems 
caught the entanglement legal 
technicalities, technicalities which, 
doubt, existed before but were disregard- 
ed. The cottages are all 
government land and 
However, one “old who owns, 
thought did, and has occupied 
‘he absolutely sure that) one 
the cottages for almost years, de- 
might claim rights.” 

Some the patients have consider- 
able investment these cottages and 
have all most their 
tied them. DPs, other cottage 
can longer sell their cottages, 
although they are still permitted 
them other patients (patients 
the administration) pend- 
ing action the Bill. 

recent months, three DPs (discharg- 
patients), cottage owners, have left 
the such cases, and 
doubt, there will more, 
claims” will carry special meaning. 
many years hospitalization 
Carville, DPs need that nest egg get 
started again unfamiliar world 
where they must make 
ments almost daily. Carville’s DPs 
not only discharged patients but 
like Mr. Celler’s DPs, they too are not 
infrequently displaced persons. seems 
fitting that Mr. Celler should have in- 
troduced this Bill. 


The Public Health Service most 
sympathetic the cottage problem and 
understand 5787 has their en- 
dorsement. the Bill passes, settlement 
compromise claims will between 
the Secretary Health, Education and 
Welfare (under whose department the 
PHS functions) and the patients con- 
cerned, with the approval the 
ministrator General Services. 


General Merchants 
Carville, Louisiana 


Fancy Groceries, 
Dry Goods, Hardware 
Convenient, Courteous Service 


BATON ROUGE 
Shop 
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Greek Island Settlement Called Worse Than 
Dante’s Inferno 


Greece’s Hansen’s disease settlement, 
bleak Spinalonga Island off the 
North Coast Crete, has been 
inspected for the first time years 
and condemned place worse than 
patch from the North American News- 
paper Alliance datelined Athens, April 


Health Ministry officials who visited 
the 180 stricken men, women and chil- 
dren found them living appalling 
conditions, with morale low that ha- 
treds and jealousies were rife. Impas- 
sioned pleas the patients resulted 
promise that another refuge would 
established. 

The visit Athens officials includ- 
ing the Minister Health represented 
the first time two decades that 
ber the government had gone see 
Spinalonga, until 1714 Venetian fort. 
Medieval castles and underground pas- 
sages pockmark the island, site 
settlement for years. 

When the health officials reached the 
Spinalonga quay, they were met all 
the patients, who shouted their demands 
that they evacuated. 

The Athens officials found 
tients living small village built for 
them. Open Aegean gales the win- 
ter and scorched the sun the sum- 
mer, the island will not support vege- 
tation. Water must imported from 
village the Cretan coast, 


“Send some place where there 
little land and water for cultiva- 
tion,” committee patients pleaded 
with the minister. 

the patients stood watching the 
ministerial party the dock, there 
was ominous silence when the official 
asked loud voice: “Is there anyone 
who prefers stay here?” Without ex- 
ception the patients asked leave what 
the minister later described place 
worse than Dante’s Inferno.” 

aged Greek doctor has been en- 
trusted with the patients’ medical care 
small staff nurses. After the visit the 
minister decided send young 
specialist his place. 

modern medical methods 
have produced some striking results 
among the patients, none wants re- 
turn home. When some did return, they 
found their neighbors frightened 
contracting that they could not 
find work. Eventually all have returned 
Spinalonga where food and cash 
subsidy are provided. 

Besides the medical staff, 
cafe owner serve the patients. Both 
have been there for many years but 
not have the disease. The cafe located 
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the island’s main avenue which the 
inhabitants have named, “the avenue 
radio has made the cafe 
the center the community. The priest 
one the busiest people 
island. Many patients who were married 
the time they were diagnosed now 
are divorced. There are many marriages 
among patients and the children born 
these unions stay 

The Health Ministry cited ex- 
ample devotion and love old 
couple living one the island huts. 
The husband has the disease but his 
wife refused leave him. gesture 
supreme devotion she opened vein 
her arm, and with touched the 
wounds her husband’s body while 
was asleep. This was years ago. 
She still living with him. She has 
never contracted HD. 

When the Minister Health sailed 
from Spinalonga, promised that 
cured patients would continue receive 
the cash allowance, until they could find 
work after they had returned home. 

The moving force back the changes 
the tragic situation Hansen’s dis- 
ease patients Greece “The Com- 
mittee for Leprosy Greece the Or- 
thodox Christian Unions” 
patronage the Holy Synod and Arch- 
bishopry Athens. recent letter from 
this Committee THE STAR appears 
the next page. The Committee has 
also furnished THE STAR with 36- 
page report detailing its activities be- 
half the patients. This Committee 
and its friends have done magnificent 
humanitarian work against great odds, 
but they are now seeing the fruits 
their labor. The report credits the Amer- 
ican Leprosy Missions, Inc., New York, 
for furnishing the Greek patients 
with their first supply the new sul- 
fone drugs. This was 1946 and con- 
sisted shipment 1500 ampoules 
promin sent gratis ALM. Promin 
treatment gave “auspicious results” and 
the Committee then contacted the Greek 
War Relief Association New York 
requesting larger quantities the new 
drugs sent the Ministry 
ceived treat patients all four 
institutions Greece, one Egaleo 
the outskirts Athens, about 500 
patients, and two smaller settlements, 
one the island Samos, the other 
the island Chios and the dreadful 
one Spinalonga. 

The medicine was also sent the 
hospital the island Cyprus 
whose director, Nicolaidis, has is- 
sued several reports the 
the sulfones the treatment Han- 
sen’s disease. ECA (European coopera- 


tive Administration the Marshall 
Plan) also cooperated furnishing 
drugs. late 1950, many 
authorities Greece were said still 
regard the disease “completely hope- 
and treated the patients according- 

The change the attitude the 
Greek Government towards 
tients indeed heartening. The removal 
patients from Spinalonga takes 
added meaning because 1950, not 
only were the patients Spinalonga 
doomed stay the place known 
all Greece “Devil’s Island” but was 
reported that there was actually move 
foot the government transfer 
patients from all other Greek insti- 
tutions Spinalonga, and this move 
was said have the support Amer- 
ican health officials Athens. The 
Union Greek Patients implored THE 
STAR something “to frustrate 
this decision.” THE STAR immediate- 
asked Dr. James Doull, medical di- 
rector the Leonard Wood Memorial, 
bring this matter the attention 
the World Health Organization. WHO 
has “Expert Committee” studying 
the Hansen’s disease problem. The In- 
ternational Congress Leprosy has con- 
demned the isolation 
special islands, but unfortunately 
there are still many such concentration 
centers different parts the world. 
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Our ten year work and efforts from 
the time our COMMITTEE FOR LEP- 
are now the way crowned 
full success the abolition the 
dreadful SPINALONGA, the remote 
rocky island the south end Greece 
where from the very old times the poor 
patients were isolated and are till 
now kept there. 

Our government and especially the 
Minister the Social Welfare, Mr. 
Palyzogopoulo and the General Direc- 
tor this Ministry, Dr. Mandellos 
decided the absolute abolition this 
obsolete leprosarium. 

All the negative patients will set 
free and pension will paid them 
every month, order able live 
peace among their families. 

The disabled patients who are heavily 
deformed and have relatives look 
after them, will stay asylum and 
our Government will look after them. 

The other patients will car- 
ried the Athens Antilepric Station 
which now contemporary hospital 
physicians and treated seriously the 
new drugs, that their health may 
restored again. 


recall now with gratitude 
how many occasions your good selves 
and other friends abroad, doctors, etc., 
have assisted giving informa- 
tion useful for our work and supplying 
with printed matter, books, period- 
icals, etc., etc. The success therefore 
and the pleasure are now enjoying 
with our friends must 
tween your good selves and Greece. 
Please accept therefore again our thanks 
and gratitude with which beg 
remain. 

Father Angelos Nissiotis, President 
Pissanos, Vice-President 

The Orthodox Christian Unions 

The Committee For Leprosy Greece 
Athens, Greece 


have been touch with Father 
Nissiotis and Mr. Pissanos and_ their 
committee, and with some the Greek 
patients since 1946, exchanging 
many letters. The first communication 
from the Greek patients, plea for help, 
was referred the late Dr. Faget, 
then Carville’s Contents THE 
STAR translated for the Greek 
patients Mr. Pissanos and quote 
Mr. P., “devoured greedily, und had 
caused them very great pleasure 
and gave them hope and faith.” 

rejoice with the Committee that 
the isolation patients Spina- 
longa yill abolished and are grai- 
ified that THE STAR may have played 
small part helping bring this 
about. —Ed 


Mailbag 


With hesitation respond your 
quest for comment because there 
probably factors the foreground 
which know nothing, whereas re- 
actions naturally spring from the back- 
ground which know well, and from 
consequent emotions. 


recall the years worked get 
Carville’s acceptance our patients, 
otherwise doomed their hopeless life 
compound sadly lacking physical 
facilities and the trained personnel 
and equipment for their surgical and 
therapeutic treatment. Also the medie- 
val public attitude that viewed them 
And budget inadequate 
for more than mere primitive provision. 


recall happily those visits Dr. 
Faget and Dr. Johansen, their careful 
sympathetic studies the involved 
problems, and then Dr. Jo’s welcome 
word that all patients would received 
for such rehabilitation was found 
posible. was very climax 
long campaign when that first 
group eighteen took off for the 
heaven they had long been praying for. 
knew them all and still corre- 
spondence with some them. have 
enjoyed receiving progress reports from 
time time; and have seen here 
our home some the marvelous 
accomplishments Carville’s medical 
staff. So, quite naturally distressed 
the unhappy note the end such 
happy story. 

knew that our patients were being 
accepted Carville because the special 
treatments they required were not else- 
where available for them; but neither 
patients nor local authorities anticipat- 
their eventual return. was felt 
(however mistakenly) that Carville was 
taking over for our patients 
the same way that St. Elizabeth’s 
(Washington, D.C.) had taken over 
for our mental patients. was thought 
that few patients might become able 
resume normal places the commu- 
nity, but that most, including 
cases, would require continuing care 
and would get Carville. such 
continuing responsibility not available 
patients from elsewhere the U.S., 
then can hardly expected for those 
from the Virgin Islands, But this situa- 
tion was not realized that time. 

Because was rumored months ago 
that this action was contemplated, 
presume that patients and Island au- 
thorities had notice early enough 
make necessary plans meet it. Their 
genuine and warranted, then the “sud- 
denness” regretable. The tragedy 
all this seems indicated the fact 
that seven them went out “under 
the fence” face the problems and 


hardships unfamiliar world 
than return those St. Croix from 
which they thought they had escaped. 
it,” and that those who returned will 
find there changed public attitude, 
And also that some the very ample 
federal funds available the Virgin 
Islands may generously provided 
for their welfare. 


Harry Taylor 
Upper Montclair, N.J. 


was suggested THE STAR that 
request Mr. Taylor’s comments for 
publication. former Virgin 
Islands Administrator. 

Seven Carville’s patients were 
flown back St. Croix March 
Seven others “went off thetr own” 
destination unknown. Since then 
one patient, dischargee, left 
vill, and understand will stay 
the U.S. Another dischargee will soon 
return the his own request. 
Four patients are still Carville 
for special surgery, etc. 

Latest letter THE STAR from 
tients returned the (April 11) 
expressed their disappointment with 
conditions they found the Christian- 
quarters are not good, but 
are trying keep our chins up. Some 
day hope the Government will build 

* * * * 


The Fort Smith Nurses District was 
privileged hear Dr. Davis Goldstein 
give most interesting and informative 
telk Carville. 

The talk was highlighted colored 
slides and given with such clarity and 
enthusiam seldom equaled anyone 
but Dr. Goldstein that all felt 
had had visit your hospital. 
also feel would include visit 
Carville are ever Louisiana. 

May your efforts toward human 
health and welfare continue blest. 


Beth Doby, Secretary 
Arkansas State Nurses Assn. 


Smith, 


Goldstein, dermatologist the 
Clinic, Fort Smith, 
and president the Arkansas State 
Board Health, has visited Carville 
many times through the years since the 
early 20’s. His most recent visit 
March spoke the nurses 
April 14. 

Dr. Goldstein, long subscriber 
THE STAR, keenly interested Car- 
and and discusses the subject 
time before professional 
and lay groubs. are fortunate 
have such staunch ally our informa- 
Ed. 


May 1955 
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thal you should know about disease 


“In order that (Hansen’s disease) may dealt with successfully compre- 
hensive scaie and before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily 
for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the 
disease. Any scheme for the control (Hansen’s disease) will depend for tts 


educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference (Hansen’s 
Cairo, Egypt, March, 1938 


medical world classes disease com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater and 
young children, and decreases with also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 

these states, Hansen’s disease rarely communicated 
contacts that from the public health standpoint might 
considered practically non-communicable disease. This 
statement supported recommendations the 
Public Health Association (Control Communicable 
eases Man, 1950). These APHA recommendations 
“official” with U.S. Public Health 

The hospital Carville was founded sixty years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other 
municable 

Visitors, with the exception children under 13, are ad- 
mitted freely. The general visiting adolescents not en- 


couraged. Visitors are not required take any special pre- 
cautions. 


Patients are permitted visit their semi-annualiy 
lor periods month, 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 


proof the remoteness the communicability 


disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
none these have successfully met the requirements 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
115 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE 

PROBLEM Hansen’s, Once that determined, the 6,000- 


practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


Despite the that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
the world thousands well workers, religious 
lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring 
have been employed the Carville hospital 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc. With but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence, What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 
such record? 


* 
the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, “The good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 


daily intimate contact with patients for over vears with- 
out contracting the disease. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian 
announced his discovery the germ generally 
ihe agent the disease. appearance and 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossibie 
the distinguish between the two 


not included the list reportable 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., N-H.. 
N.J., N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., 


N.D. specifically have “no restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


man woman may remain perfect physical health 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted any social gathe: 
ing. 
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STARS FALL 


The Carville Star, published patients the Hansen‘s Disease Hospital 
Louisiana, regular caller The Advertiser office, and passes from 
hand hand. 

THE STAR has been important factor changing the attitude the 
general public from one horror one sympathetic understanding when 
confronted with such matters. 

The majority physicians still refer leprosy and the quarterly Interna- 
tional Journal Leprosy still prefers the term. The patients, however, have 
campaigned against use the word the ground that has assumed over- 
tones horror, fear and repulsion the last six millenia. The Biblica! 
was another disease entirely, they add, justification for their 
war change medical term. The Legislature Hawati has overhauled its 
laws and substituted the term Hansen’s Disease wherever the lawmakers found 
the word leprosy. 

has been shown that the disease only feebly communicable, and receni 
medical advances have resulted many arrested cases. from editorial 
the Honolulu Advertiser. 


THE THIS PUBLICATION TO:— 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 

Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 

and finance social service for needy patients. 
Published monthly patients the Public Health 
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